Communication

Statement on the current problems within the National Grand Lodge of France

Since its founding in 1913 the National Grand Lodge of France (GLNF) has been the stronghold and
warrant of Masonic regularity in France.

The GLNF, and its members, have always observed the rules and obligations of regularity.
Unfortunately, since October 2009, this grand lodge has increasingly been disrupted by discord and
disharmony. It is regrettable that under the current leadership these internal quarrels have led to law
suits in the civil courts of Paris.

These civil actions have resulted into two facts:
1) the day — to — day governance of the GLNF is now in the hands of a court appointed
“ad hoc administrator”, and
2) the internal problems of the GLNF have been widely covered in the national and local
press in France.

In addition, the various groups within the GLNF have been airing their differences in public, often
using an excessive, un-masonic and - at times - libellous language.

These events and the ensuing institutional turmoil, are not only bringing the GLNF but also regular
Freemasonry itself into disrepute.

For the sake of regular Freemasonry and in order to protect our Grand Lodges, we, the Grand Masters
signing this declaration, therefore distance ourselves from the events within the GNLF.

Moreover, we have agreed to initiate within our Grand Lodges and according to the provisions
of our respective statutes and by-laws, the procedures leading to the suspension of our
recognition of the GLNF.

We all wish and hope that harmony, peace and concord can be restored in order to allow the Brethren
of the GLNF to live once again according to the Principles and Values of universal Freemasonry.
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